
Is Your Property Tallow Tree Free?
Chinese tallow trees are infesting the Lowcountry and are transforming the 

woodlands. Tallow trees have overtaken the native vegetation on Parris Island, where 
workers with a federally-funded project  are struggling to remove them. After 

considerable research on this invasive species, the Dataw Island Conservancy initiated 
a Tallow Tree Removal Program in the summer of 2014. 

This is a voluntary program that relies on each and every property owner to become 
educated on the threat that tallow trees pose to the island’s ecology, and to do their 

part, such as allowing the Conservancy to enter their property to inspect it for the 
presence of tallow trees. (The process for notifying property owners, inspecting 

properties, marking and mapping tallow trees and informing property owners who 
have tallow trees of their options will be described in a series of forthcoming articles 

and emails.) The success of this program depends heavily on the property owner’s 
volition to remove any tallow trees that are found from their land. 

You can make a di�erence!

Tallow trees one week after “hack and squirt” treatment (left) and four weeks after (right).

How Do You Remove  a Tallow Tree?

Dataw’s Architectural Review Board (ARB) requested that the Conservancy demonstrate 
how to kill tallow trees. The demonstration site was adjacent to the cul-de-sac on 

Long�eld Drive, on the south side of a short path to Hill Field Lake. A cluster of about ten 
tallow trees were treated using the “hack and spray” method, which entails cutting the 

bark from the trunk with a hatchet and spraying a herbicide on the cut surface. The 
herbicide used was Alligare Triclopyr 3, which is a generic form of Garlon 4, and contains 

triclorpyramine as the active ingredient. The Conservancy treated the trees on July 11, 
2014 and four weeks later leaves turned yellow and were falling. 


