
Naperville Country Club Green Department 
New Member Orientation 

 

Golf Course Information 
Welcome to Naperville Country Club!  Since 1921, golfers have enjoyed testing their abilities on a 
course that meanders through spectacular stands of trees and breathtaking terrain.  The playing 
membership is comprised of people from many walks of life; however they are linked by their pride 
in this unique piece of property.   N.C.C. members consider the club an extension of their home and 
while playing the course, great care is taken to return it in the same, or better condition than they 
found it.  

Membership Participation 
Suggestion boxes are located in the locker rooms.  Please feel free to include your opinions, be they 
good or bad.  Your input will be reviewed and appropriate action will be taken as deemed necessary 
by the Green Committee.  The Green Committee is comprised of club members, and under the 
direction of the Green Committee Chairman, the committee meets monthly with the Golf Course 
Superintendent to discuss the operation of the golf course.  Sample agenda items are: 

�  Manpower reports 
�   Budget Updates 
�   Tournament Preparation 
�   Equipment Status  

�   Capital Purchases 
�   Project Planning 
�  Long Range Planning 
�  Course condition 

 

The Green Committee provides suggestions to the Board of Directors about the day to day, as well 
as long range operations of the grounds.  Each season, the Green Committee Chairman selects 
committee members from the general membership.    Interested participants may contact the 
chairman. 

The 2008 Green Committee Chairman is Mr. Tim Gardels 
 

Communication 
The grounds department works to communicate with the membership using a variety of different 
media.  To keep up to date on the most current information please refer to the following sources: 

�  Divot Digest monthly articles 
�  Weekly updates posted on the NCC website 
�  Periodic postings on the bulletin boards in the locker rooms 
�  Postings in the pro shop 
�  “Did You Know?” informational postings 
�  “Glad You Asked!” informational postings 
�  Clubhouse Story Boards 
�  Informational postings in the golf carts 
�  On course signage 

Your enjoyment is essential to the clubs’ success and in order to get the most from your round of 
golf, we offer the following suggestions. 



 

Replace Divots 
�  Please replace all divots promptly. 
�  If replacing a tee or fairway divot, replace it in the same direction that it came out and tamp it 

down firmly so that the mower won’t pull it back out.  This puts the severed roots back in 
contact with the soil so that they have an opportunity to recover. 

�  Par 3 tees have a container of seed and soil mix near the tee markers.  If using the seed and 
soil mix please do not overfill the divot.  Fill the divot about half full then tamp it down 
firmly.  This will avoid damage to the mowers and allow the new seedlings to grow before 
they are subject to their first mowing.  Refer to the attached illustration for the recommended 
procedure.    

�  On the fairways, a correctly replaced divot may not always grow back, but it will insure a 
reasonable lie will be had in the rare instance that a ball comes to rest in a divot. 

 

   



Ball Mark Repair  
A ball mark is defined as a depression or tear in the putting surface made by the impact of a golf ball.  Nothing is 
more frustrating to a player than an unrepaired ball mark that causes a putt to veer off line.  No matter what the 
facility, or level of play, all golfers are responsible for repairing their own ball marks.  An unrepaired ball mark can 
take 3-4 weeks to heal, leaving behind an unsightly and uneven putting surface.  A properly repaired ball mark will 
completely heal in half that amount of time (2-3 weeks).  Even more surprising is the fact that an improperly repaired 
ball mark will actually take longer to heal then an unrepaired ball mark.  Ball marks that are improperly repaired can 
take over 38 days to heal. 
All ball mark repair methods produce a scar.  The scar is the result of damage to the leaf tissue sustained at the 
moment of impact, combined with the subsequent root damage that occurs during the repair process.  The key is to 
minimize the scar by repairing the ball mark as soon as it occurs, and to use a proper repair technique.  There are 
many different ball mark tools available.  The USGA does not endorse any single tool as being superior to another.  
University research has demonstrated that repairing a ball mark in a timely manner, and the use of proper technique, 
has a far greater influence on recovery time then the type of tool used to make the repair.  Methods that gently 
“push” or “pull” the surrounding turf into the void  are recommended.  Under no circumstance 
should you ever “lift” or “pry” up on the ball mark .  Lifting will expose the soil and tear the roots 
resulting in a longer recovery period.  After you have repaired the ball mark it is very important to smooth the area 
with your putter or foot.  At mowing heights of less than 1/10th of an inch, any ball mark that is left high will be 
scalped by the mower resulting in greater damage.   
As stewards of the game it is up to all of us to care for the course by repairing ball marks.  Every morning the 
maintenance crew fixes improperly and unrepaired ball marks from the prior day.  The problem is that the damage is 
already done.  Golfer do not intentionally ignore their ball mark, typically unrepaired ball marks are the result of 
golfers that are either unable to locate their ball mark or are so engrossed in their game that they forget to check for a 
ball mark.  Please inform your children and guests of the importance of properly repairing ball marks in a timely 
manner.  Pay extra attention to ball marks in the spring when the greens are soft.  The majority of ball marks are 
located on the front third of the green.  This is especially important to remember if you are using a cart and the cart 
path takes you to the back of the green.  Such is the case on holes #3 and #10.  Ball marks are more prevalent on par 
3’s and holes with short approach shots.  The pro shop has a supply of new ball mark repair tools.  They are available 
in the locker rooms or from the pro shop staff.  Please pick one up for your golf bag. 

  



Golf Cart Usage 
At Naperville Country Club, we have one very simple principle that governs the usage of electric carts: 

When operating a golf cart, use care and common sense! 
·  Utilize the cart path whenever possible.  Keep carts at the base of all green and tee banks.  Avoid driving 

carts on critical playing areas adjacent to the putting surface. 

·  Do not drive carts in the Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA’s) 

·  Keep carts outside of the white line painted in front of the green complex 

·  Keep tires on the cart path at green and tee complexes  

·  Avoid driving in low lying wet areas where turf is thin or standing water is present 

·  Watch for signs and ropes that are used to direct cart traffic.  Feel free to move any signs or cart control 
ropes.  Please return them after you have played your shot 

MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL – ALWAYS REMEMBER TO  

MAKE YOUR OWN PATH!! 
·  Do not follow the same path as everyone else.  It is better to scatter your traffic in the fairway then to 

concentrating traffic in the first cut of rough.  This will ceate a “beaten path”.  

 

 

      
 
 

Naperville Country Club is very lucky.  The gentle rolling terrain channels rainwater away 
from the property quickly.  Following a rain event the green department works to restore cart 

usage as soon as possible.  It is the responsibility of the Golf Course Superintendnet to 
determine if carts can go out during wet conditions.  This is not an easy decision.  Our goal it 
to provide the membership with the best year round playing conditions possible.  When cart 

restrictions are necessary, we evaluate the course and communicate with the pro shop.  
Following the cart guidelines outlined above will insure a healthy turf that is capable of 

withstanding cart use under a wider range of conditions.  Thank you in advance for your 
patience and support as we encounter days where wet conditions result in cart restrictions. 



Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) 
The renovation of the golf course incorporated several new Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA’s).  This includes 
the retention pond by #11 tee, the retention pond in front of #18 tee, the retention pond by #17 tee, the native area 
around the pond at #17, the native area around the pond at #14, and the wetland shelf along the north edge of the pond 
at #17.  All of these areas have been planted in accordance with the permits issued by DuPage County.  Collectively 
these areas are referred to as ESA’s.  They are protected under the DuPage County Storm Water Management Code.  
As part of the permitting process, NCC was required to deed a perpetual plat of easement to the county for these areas.  
Any activity within an ESA is prohibited without pr ior written consent and permit by the county.  Prohibited 
activities include: entry by a member or their guest to retrieve a golf ball, entering to take a stance and play a 

shot, or entering with a motorized golf cart or 
speed cart.  ESA’s are marked with a 
combination of signage and traditional yellow or 
red stakes identifying them as either a lateral or 
water hazard.  If a hazard stake has a green cap on 
it, then the area is marked as an ESA and entry is 
prohibited.  If a player hits an errant shot into an 
ESA, They have the standard options available to 
them under the rules of golf – except that they 
cannot enter the area to retrieve their ball or play 
their shot.  If the hazard stakes do not have a 
green cap then the area is not designated as an 
ESA and should be treated as a normal hazard.  
The signage that is used in conjunction with the 
ESA’s reads “Environmentally Sensitive Area- 
Entering This Area is prohibited.”  The green 
staff is allowed to enter the ESA’s to perform 
required maintenance.  This will include periodic 

controlled burns to rejuvenate the native plants.   Following a prescribed burn the ESA’s will look black until the 
native plants begin to break dormancy.  The appearance of the ESA’s will change significantly over the next couple of 
years.  It takes 3-5 years for these plants to get established.  The established ESA’s will look very different from the 
cover crop of oats that populated the areas during their establishment.  Native plants typically spend their first full year 
developing a deep root system before they begin to establish their top growth. 
The wetland shelf located along the north side of the pond at #17 green has been planted with a variety of emergent 
wetland plants including: Blue flag Iris, Pickeral Weed, Arrowhead, Bulrush, Yellow Pond Lily, and Bur-reed.  To 
protect the area it has been enclosed in a cage constructed of chicken wire and string.  The cage prevents geese from 
entering the wetland shelf and eating the tender plants.  We plan to leave the cage in place for the balance of 2008 and 
into the spring of 2009.  By spring of 2009 the plants will be mature enough that they are no longer of interest to the 
geese, and the cage will be removed.  At maturity many of these plants will be over 5 feet tall.  The different wetland 
plants will flower throughout the summer.      
In accordance with the rules of golf, ESA’s are identified by an appropriate agency.  In our case the agencies are 
DuPage County and the United States Army Corps of Engineers.  The county will monitor our maintenance and 
upkeep of the ESA’s for a period of 5 years.  To date we have successfully completed the first year of the monitoring 
period.  Non-compliance with the easement agreement will result in an extended monitoring period, and delay the 
release of the letters of credit (LOC’s) that the club was required to post with DuPage County.  In addition, non-
compliance could result in the county enforcing more strict methods which might include permanently enclosing the 
ESA’s with fencing. 
It is important that members understand the significance of this topic.  When you bring a guest to the club makes sure 
that they are aware of the ESA’s.   It is possible that your guest may not be familiar with how to apply the rules of golf 
as they relate to ESA’s (not all courses have designated environmentally sensitive areas).  If you have any specific 
questions regarding ESA’s or how to treat an errant shot that has come to rest in an ESA, please contact the Golf 
Course Superintendent or Golf Shop.  



Weather Policy / Lightening Safety 
 

�  A sophisticated lightning “detection” system has been installed at the club for the protection 
of the members, their families and guests.  The horn blown continuously for 15 seconds 
indicates a high probability of lightning striking within a 2 mile radius. 

�  All players must leave the course, putting green and range when this horn sounds and 
are not permitted to return to the course, putting green, or range until the all clear 
sounds.      

�  The “all clear” signal is a series of three short horn blasts for five seconds each.  This all clear 
is sounded automatically by the weather station. 

�  Warning sirens for the lightening detection system are located at the clubhouse and at #13 
�  If the storm siren is activated golfers should make every attempt to return to the clubhouse to 

seek shelter.  If you find yourself stranded on the course the halfway house is equipped with 
lightening protection. 

 

 
 
 

Siren warning:  1 long blast = Seek Shelter 
    Several short blasts = All Clear 
  
In the event of a lightning storm avoid the following: 
·  Metallic objects 
·  Natural lightening rods, such as tall trees in isolated areas 
·  Projecting above the surrounding landscape, as if you were standing on a hill top, or in 

an open field like in the middle of a fairway 
·  Open water 
·  Wire fences, metal pipes, rails and other metallic paths that could transfer lightening to 

you from some distance away 
·  Standing in small isolated structures that are located in the middle of large open areas 



Frost Delays 
�  In spring and fall, the Chicago area experiences a wide range in temperatures.  It is common 

to have a layer of frost on the turf in the early morning hours. 
�  Our Superintendent is the sole individual responsible for holding back play until such time 

that normal golfing traffic won’t injure the frozen turf.  We ask for your patience in this area 
as the maintenance staff also needs time to prepare the course once the frost has burned off. 

 
On the golf course frost refers to ice crystals which appear on solid surfaces in the absence of precipitation. Frost 
occurs on clear cold nights when turfgrass plants reradiate heat. As the plant loses heat to the atmosphere the plant 
leaf cools. If the plant temperature is cooler than the air temperature then moisture from the atmosphere will condense 
on the leaf. If the leaf temperature drops below freezing then the water freezes and frost forms. This will occur even if 
the air temperatures are slightly above freezing. It is not uncommon to have frost form even if the air temperature is in 
the mid to high 30's.  Frost does not form as readily on cloudy nights because the clouds reflect, or absorb and then 
reradiate the energy back towards the turf. Frost does not form as readily when a breeze is present. The breeze causes 
convection (a transfer of heat from the mixing of the air closest to the plant with the surrounding atmosphere); this 
helps to buffer the drop in leaf temperature.  This also promotes evaporation of the water droplets from the leaf 
surface.  Areas with little or no slope have a greater potential for frost formation than areas with greater slope.  This is 
because air moves down the slope resulting in a greater potential for mixing.  This is manifest when we see heavier 
frost formation in flat low lying areas. 
 Frost itself does not cause damage to the turf, but injury does occur when traffic is allowed on frosted areas.   When 
frost is present on the grass plant the fluid surrounding the cells becomes frozen and takes on a crystalline formation.  
The frozen crystals have sharp jagged edges.  Cart and foot traffic cause the sharp crystals to rupture the cell walls.  
This produces internal damage in the leaves of the plant.  Turf damage is generally superficial. This is not to say that 
traffic should be allowed on frosted turf. If traffic occurs, whether it is foot or mechanical, damage caused by crushing 
the leaf blade will occur. Initially the damage will appear as a purplish to black discoloration of the turf. The damaged 
turf will then progress to a straw color.  This discoloration is visible for a prolonged period of time. 
If discolored turf was the only damage that Superintendents had to contend with then play could proceed as normal.  
Unfortunately there are more profound consequences.  The discolored areas are weakened.  This turf is more 
susceptible to disease pressure from fungal pathogens and is vulnerable to weed invasion, specifically Poa annua 
(annual bluegrass).   If damage has not been sustained by the crown of the plant, then recovery will occur from the 
generation of new leaves.  It can take several weeks for this recovery to occur.  When the frost burns off, the grass 
plant thaws and it is possible to let play proceed.  Under normal conditions play may proceed when the air temperature 
at ground level reaches 40 degrees.   
Frost delays are frustrating for both golfers and the golf course maintenance staff.  Superintendents are sensitive to the 
needs of their membership.  They understand that the delay of an early morning tee time can affect a golfers schedule 
for the balance of the day.  For this reasons we do not delay play unless it is absolutely necessary.  Our goal is to 
provide the best conditions possible for all members and their guests.  When frost is present, we monitor the course 
condition closely.  We communicate and work directly with the pro shop so as to open the course as quickly as 
possible.  We appreciate your understanding and patience as we encounter early morning frost delays. 



Bunkers 
�  Please enter and exit from the flat portion of the bunker.  For safety reasons do not climb up 

or down the face of the bunker.  These areas offer decreased footing. 
�  Use the rake to level any indentations or footprints.  Return the rake inside the bunker with 

the head of the rake facing down off the slope (see photo).  This way the rakes are less likely 
to interfere with the opportunity for a ball to release and roll back away from the edge of the 
bunker. 

 

 
 
 

Please place bunker rakes back in the bunkers as pictured above – with 
the head of the rake toward the center of the bunker.  This will provide 
the best opportunity for the ball to roll into the bottom of the bunker 

instead of getting caught up on the slope. 



On the Tee 
�  Please dispose of all trash, cups, cigarette butts, etc... in the trash receptacles. 
�  In order to prevent damage to the reel mowers please dispose of any broken tees in the trash  

On The Green 
�  Naperville Country Club is a non-metal spike facility.  Please check with the locker room 

attendant if you or your guests need assistance with changing your spikes. 
�  When removing and returning the pin please avoid damaging the edge of the cup.  Please do 

not use the flag pole or the head of a putter to remove a ball from the cup as this may result in 
damage to the edge of the cup. 

�  If playing with young children remind them to avoid scuffing the turf with their spikes. 
�  Please refrain from practicing with multiple balls on the course.  We ask that you utilize one 

of the two practice areas, as the elevated level of maintenance in these areas will allow for 
faster recovery of the turf. 

�  Please be mindful of cigarette and cigar ashes left on the putting surface 
Monday Play 

�  Unlike most clubs in this area, N.C.C. is open for play on Mondays.   Members may play on 
Mondays after 2:00pm.  The clubhouse is closed however, so remember to take your clubs 
home with you on Sunday evening! 

�  Please check with the golf professional for rules governing use of the golf course on 
Mondays. 

�  Monday is a very important day for the Grounds and Greens operation as they perform extra-
ordinary maintenance practices such as greens topdressing, vertical mowing, watering, and 
plant protectant applications.  Under normal circumstances, these tasks are completed by 2:00 
PM; however weather delays or equipment breakdowns may delay these projects such that the 
crews may still be working well into the afternoon. Please remember that on these rare 
occasions the maintenance operation takes priority, your patience will is appreciated. 

Yardage Aids and Pin locations 
�  Knowledge of yardage aids will improve your game and help expedite pace of play. 
�  Extra score cards are located at the tee box on hole #2 and #11 
�  The Ballwashers have brass tee markers that list the hole number. 
�  Set in the ground at the edge of the tee are the Chicago District Golf Association (CDGA) 

markers.  The CDGA markers are positioned at the yardage listed on the score card. 
�  The sprinkler caps are marked with the yardage to the front / middle / back of the green.  For 

the most part the sprinklers from 60 yards out to 300 yards are marked. 
�  Drainage grates are marked with yardage to the center of the green 
�  The flag poles and the hazard marker in front of the pond at #13 are equipped with prisms for 

use with laser range finders 
�  The practice tee has a yardage sign indicating the distance to the target greens. 
�  We use a nine day pin rotation.  To determine the locations of the pins on any given day 

simply make a note of where the pin is located on the first hole.  Using the pin rotation chart 
shown below, move the #1 to the location of the pin on the first green adjust the sequence of 
the remaining numbers (#2 - #9) accordingly.  The pin rotation repeats itself on holes #10 - 
#18. 



�  
 



Miscellaneous Helpful Items 
 

�  Water fountains are provided at the driving range, #3 tee, halfway house, and at 
#10 tee 

�  You can arrange for the cooler on your golf cart to be pre-stocked with your 
favorite beverage 

�  Beer, soda and water is available at the halfway house.  The halfway house is self 
serve, cups and ice are available.  These are honor stations; chits are available for 
members to record their selection and member number. 

�  Bathrooms are located on the course at the halfway house, which is adjacent to tees 
#7, #14, #12 

�  If a golf balls is hit into the driving range off of #9, please sound the brass bell to 
warn player on the practice tee that you are entering the range.  For safety reasons, 
golfers on the practice tee are asked to suspend practice while members retrieve 
their ball. 

�  It is only 210 yards from the front of the driving range tee to the end of the range.  
Please practice accordingly and refrain from hitting drivers over the net at the end 
of the range.  Typically we rotate the markers on the practice tee so that they are on 
the back third of the range tee for Saturday and Sunday. 

   
Naperville Country Club Tree Program 

From the majestic specimen Elm’s to the groves of indigenous Hawthorns throughout 
the course, N.C.C. boasts an extensive stand of trees.  There are over 1,100 trees and 80 
different species on the golf course.  We budget for tree replacement each fall and 
members frequently donate to our tree fund through various events tied in with the golf 
calendar.  There are more than 100 trees on the course that were planted as a living 
memory to members, friends or family.  If you have an interest in this or any other 
program, contact the Golf Course Superintendent or the Green Chairman. 
 

Naperville Country Club is an Audubon Sanctuary 
Naperville Country Club is a member of the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program 
(ACSP), a national program designed to help landowners preserve and enhance the 
environmental quality of their property. The ACSP provides an advisory service to help 
golf courses develop effective conservation and wildlife enhancement programs. This 
nationwide effort is coordinated by the Audubon Society of New York State and is 
sponsored in part by the United States Golf Association.  Efforts to use Best 
Management Practices and Integrated Pest Management techniques have positive 
impacts that reach far beyond the golf course property. 



Summary of “Introduction to Turfgrass Management Class #101” 
Turfgrass management is a discipline that blends science and art while trying to strike a balance between the desires of 
golfers and the requirements of a living ecosystem. 

 



The Golf Course Superintendent 
Our Golf Course Superintendent is Tim Anderson CGCS.  Tim is a graduate of the Turfgrass Management Program 
at Pennsylvania State University.  Tim also holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and a minor in business.  
Tim has earned the professional title of Certified Golf Course Superintendent as recognized through the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America.  Currently he is pursuing the title of Master Greenkeeper through the British 
and International Golf Greenkeeper Association.  Tim is active in a variety of local and national associations.  He has 
authored a number of articles that have been published in local trade magazines, and currently serves as Past President 
of the Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents.  If you have any questions regarding the golf course, or 
information contained in this orientation packet please contact Tim at 630-420-9662  

Other Notable Members of the Greens staff 
�  James Chisholm, Assistant Superintendent. A graduate of both Rutgers University and Purdue University, 

James has worked at several upscale clubs both in Chicago and New York.  As an aspiring Superintendent, 
James assists Tim with the day to day supervision and management of the Green Department. 

�  Greg Morar, Mechanic. Greg has the most tenure of all N.C.C. employees.  He began in 1974. Greg is 
responsible for the safe and efficient operation of the $1,300,000 maintenance equipment fleet.  

�  The N.C.C. Green Department employs 23 Greenkeepers during peak season. 
History of the Greenkeeper (Excerpt - “A Guide for Green Committee Chairman”, published by the USGA) 

Note that the proper term is Greenkeeper (singular), not Greenskeeper (plural).  Green is a noun and it has two proper 
meanings.  The first is from Scottish origin.  It simply defines all aspects of a golf course, or all areas outside the 
clubhouse, as the “green”.  Thus it can be used in relationship to all outdoor areas of a golf course.  The second 
meaning, most readily know by modern audiences, means the area of short grass surrounding a hole location.  This 
area is generally mown and groomed to the smoothest possible texture.  In keeping with the first meaning, a 
greenkeeper is someone whose responsibilities entail maintaining all areas of the golf course outside the clubhouse.  
The term was changed to Golf Course Superintendent in the United States several decades ago.  In almost all cases the 
word Green in golf terminology, should be used in the singular form, as an example – Green fee, or Green Committee.  
It is interesting to note that the term Green, in proper golf terminology, is never applied to any particular color found 
on a golf course.  Rather, it always applies to an area or region of the golf course.  It is believed that the term 
Greenkeeper was first used in Scotland.  Most Scottish towns had a “Greenkeeper” who tended to the upkeep of the 
towns “Green” areas.  This typically included the “Links”.  The term “Links” was used to refer to the grassy buffer 
area that connected (or “Linked”) the sandy ocean beachfronts with the upland farm country.  The “Links” were a 
common gathering area for town festivals, and recreational activities.  Over time, the game of golf found its home on 
the “Links”.  
 

     



THE HISTORY OF The Naperville PUMP  
By Vern McGonagle 

 

The following is an excerpt from N.C.C.s monthly newsletter Divot Digest.   A past 
President, Vern McGonagle has won the club championship 7 years and running.  He 
has also spent many hours researching the history of our club. The hand pump drinking 
fountain located between the driving range and the 16th fairway has been a symbol of 
Naperville Country Club, and as Vern found out, it has been around long before this 
property became a golf course.    
 
In the winter of 1868-69, Jacob Brossman sold 130 acres of land just east of Naperville 
to Delcar Sleight.  Sleight had coveted the land to graze his extensive livestock and he 
still had a little bit of inheritance his father gave him from the gold rush days in 
California. The land was perfect - rolling hills, never tilled, with only volunteer 
Hawthorns to impede his grazing herds.  However, Brossman, who had homesteaded the 
land before the Civil War, had never drilled a well to water his livestock and Sleight 
new this was a must.  In late spring 1869 he rode his prize Roan out to his newly 
acquired property.  Riding along with him was the areas finest divine.  Within an hour 
Sleight had his site and the next day he began drilling.  He ordered a windmill from 
Chicago and by June, cattle and goats drank from the cool waters pumped by gentle 
breezes.  Delcar Slieght grazed and watered his herds on the property until his death in 
1902. Later, his daughter Delcara rented the land to local farmers.  Through the years, 
herders as well as animals came to quench their thirst at our pump. 
 
The windmill remained until 1947 when, deteriorated by age, it was deemed unsafe and 
was dismantled. All of it except the pump. The Board of Directors saved it for the weary 
and thirsty golfer and until 1973 it was the only source of drinking water on the course.  
We then installed the fountains on three tee, seven tee, and the fountains between the 
fourteen green and the fifteen tee.  Then came the beer and soda stations and so the 
decline of the use of the pump. Still, it remains a symbol  
of our bucolic past.  

 



NAPERVILLE COUNTRY CLUB 
GOLF COURSE PLAYABILITY DESCRIPTION 

Championship 6,789 yards, Par 72, 140 slope rating, 72.8 course rating 
 

Hole #1 “Westward Ho” 321 yard par 4 
The rallying cry for the commencement of a great adventure, “Westward Ho!” is a fitting moniker for the opening 
hole at NCC.  There’ll be no long wait before the excitement begins since the first shot presents a thrilling risk/reward 
opportunity to carry the left side fairway bunker and let the speed slot do its job to propel your ball on toward the 
putting surface.  However, pull it left a little and you’ll be fishing for a bogey in no time as well on this 321-yard par 
4.  Those who lay up will need to avoid the creek on the right and also choose the proper green segment on which to 
land their second shots.  A substantial “bull nose” in the center of the putting surface can make birdie a bit more 
elusive.  Westward Ho! is a nice and easy start to what will become a progressively more difficult challenge as the 
scorecard squares become filled along the way. 
 
Hole #2 “Blind Beauty” 384 yard par 4 
“Blind Beauty” is the hole that underwent the least amount of plastic surgery during the renovation process.  All of the 
features on this 384-yard, dogleg left par 4 existed before.  They were just repositioned slightly to strengthen the 
strategic lines of play.  Off the tee, distance and direction are important if one is to avoid the fairway bunker on the 
right and the fairway slope to the rough on the left.  Only a fairly short lay-up or a big blind blast can successfully 
avoid these obstacles.  The green complex has always been one of the most beautiful on the property.  The downhill 
approach shot framed by mature trees is majestic.  A retooled putting surface protected by a couple of diagonal 
bunkers will leave formerly experienced putters scratching their heads.  Fortunately, this hole is mostly all beauty and 
very little beast. 
 
Hole #3 “Inspiration” 212 yard par 3 
Another familiar friend can be found on the 212-yard, par-3 third hole.  However, this “old shoe” may not be quite as 
comfortable these days since the green has been moved to the left, closer to a strong slope and the threat of OB.  The 
green area bunkers have been repositioned to wreak havoc and have been made fully visible to create anxiety.  While 
there are ample extended collar bail-outs at the far right, few will take enough clubs on this uphill test to be able to 
enjoy them.  The hole is named “Inspiration”—a feeling that many are likely to have if they are able to correctly 
interpret the green area contours and walk away with par. 
 
Hole #4 “Narrows” 355 yard par 4 
The fourth hole, “Narrows”, gets its name from the skinny portion of fairway that works its way between three fairway 
bunkers—two on the left and one on the right.  A solid drive can carry the bunker on the right, but the best play is to 
sneak just past the bunkers on the left.  From there, the approach to the green opens up nicely on this 355-yard par 4.  
Any other plan of attack will have to deal with a long greenside bunker protecting the right and front, or a smaller 
bunker on the left.  A raised area at the back left and a fall-out at the back right add interest to the putting surface. 
 
Hole #5 “Restored” 532 yard par 5 
The 532-yard, par-5 fifth hole looks as though it has been in place for a long time because of how naturally it lies on 
the land.  It’s actually a new hole for many, but some of the old timers will remember this beauty from years gone by.  
“Restored” is a former hole that was temporarily dismantled to accommodate the most recent fifth and sixth holes.  
It’s back now, though, and it’s been spruced up for the 21st century with a new configuration of bunkering and a new 
green complex.  Players will enjoy the elevated tee position as they try to avoid the five fairway bunkers and the left-
side railroad tracks in route to a realistic birdie chance.  Watch the back left portion of the green.  It’s slippery! 
 
Hole #6 “High Point” 336 yard par 4 
Our new hole #6 is a remodeled version of former hole #7.  The goals for the overall hole were to strengthen the 
strategic elements and to improve the aesthetics.  Strategy was strengthened by locating the fairway bunker to a 



position that challenges the best players.  On the former hole, it was difficult to know what was happening around the 
green complex.  On the new hole, there is better definition with the placement of bunkers and by rolling a portion of 
the putting surface over the front of the slope.  That is called a false front.  As on the former green, the putting surface 
will provide some challenges since the hole is relatively short par 4.  After tapping in for a birdie, players can stop for 
a celebratory drink at the new halfway house before moving to the new par 3 seventh. 
 
Hole #7 “Catwalk” 164 yard par 3 
Hole #7 complements the other par 3 on the front side (hole #3) by playing shorter and downhill.  The seventh green is 
an “island in the sky” with a “catwalk approach.”  In other words, it is a highly elevated putting surface with a narrow 
run-up corridor in front.  Short iron shots need to be struck crisply or else balls will bound away to the deep bunker on 
the right or into one of the grassy hollows along the left side.  On the putting surface, subtle breaks will require skillful 
contour reading if a birdie is to be realized.  As on all the holes, multiple tees will make the seventh enjoyable. 
 
Hole #8 “Forever” 634 yard par 5 
Although the new 8th hole is routed up the former #14, it continues on past the old green site and takes advantage of 
space that was once occupied by an experimental green/turn nursery.  That additional length is tangible evidence of 
how recent technological advances have affected golf course design.  Remember that while you may be praying that 
your 3-wood third shot gets a favorable bounce off the “kicker” slope short and left of the green, today’s low 
handicapper will be on the front edge of the green in two if he can fire off a couple of tremendous blows.  While the 
hole measures a whopping 635 yards from the back, several forward choices will make the hole more playable by 
mere mortals.  We added some visual interest with three bunkers on the tee shot and tried to improve the visibility on 
the second by cutting in the center of the fairway.  A couple more offset bunkers and a low rock wall make the final 
200 yards interesting.  The green area has subtle challenges—your reward for reaching the end hole that has already 
been name ‘Forever’. 
 
Hole #9 “Decision” 301 yard par 4 
The new ninth hole is a renovated version of the former fifteenth hole.  We have tried to make the hole more visually 
attractive and strategically stimulating by shortening it and building three fairway bunkers that force players to make 
critical decisions about length and direction of tee.  The longest hitters will come close to driving the green if they can 
steer clear of yet another deep bunker that protects the entire right side of the moderately contoured putting surface.  A 
strong false front adds further challenge on this very short tester that has been affectionately labeled “The Minefield” 
for its treacherous gauntlet of bunkers. 
 
Hole #10 “Sunrise” 228 yard par 3 
Measuring approximately 230 yards from the back tees, the tenth hole is the longest par 3 on the course.  This testing, 
one-shotter has characteristics similar to the famous Redan hole at the National Golf Links on Long Island.  A sand 
bunker at the left front protects a spacious putting surface that generally falls away to the back and left.  The ideal tee 
shot is a slight draw that lands short of the green, skirts the bunker, and then finishes in the heart of the contoured 
putting surface.  A strong ridge along right side will help direct shots to the dance floor.  Par is a good score here. 
 
Hole #11 “Plateau” 386 yard par 4 
The 11th hole plays in the same corridor as the old 8th hole, but in the opposite direction.  The new hole is a medium 
length par 4 that plays straightaway.  Enjoy a short breather o the tee shot since there are no fairway bunkers.  Just 
keep it out of the trees.  However, you will want to bring your best effort to the fore as you strike your approach shot.  
Three deep bunkers and a tricky false front provide the main line of defense.  A speedy, tiered putting surface will 
quickly silence any bold challengers.  Rewards will come to those who can stay below the hole.  This one looks easy, 
but will play tough. 
 
Hole #12 “Steeple” 576 yard par 5 
The twelfth hole is one of my favorites because of its simple but elegant tee shot.  A beautiful and majestic oak on the 
right provides the strategy as players decide whether to play around or over it.  This hole also features a diagonal 



fairway orientation, so choosing the proper target line is important.  Another tree is prominently featured on the 
approach shot, guarding the left side.  Those who bail out to the right must avoid one of the largest bunkers on the 
course and stop the ball on a moderately contoured putting surface that runs away to the left.  Avoid the trees and 
birdie is a genuine possibility on this medium length par 5. 
 
Hole #13 “Temptation” 553 yard par 5 
It would be appropriate to call hole 13 and 14 ‘The Augusta Holes’ because they resemble two famous holes from The 
Masters Tournament.  The 13th at NCC is akin to the risk-reward-laced 15th at Augusta.  A small pond fronting the 
green can turn an eagle opportunity into a solid bogey on this reachable and beautiful par 5. 
 
Hole #14 “ A-Way” 406 yard par 4 
The 14th at the NCC, already picked as a favorite by many, has shot values of the downhill par 4 11th hole at Augusta.  
The best drives will find the right half of the fairway.  This leaves a more favorable approach angle into a green that is 
well-protected by a menacing pond to the left.  Those who bail out to the right on the approach will have to confront 
two small bunkers tight to the putting surface.  These two holes will definitely make ‘water’ a factor for even the best 
players at The New Naperville! 
 
Holes #15 “Just Right” 395 yard par 4 
Just like the former 15th and 16th holes at Naperville, the new holes are parallel par 4s that run in opposite directions.  
That’s where the similarity ends however.  The new 15th hole presents an assortment of architectural features to 
challenge and befuddle the unwary.  From a wetland to a deep deceptive bunker to a tree in the fairway to linear 
moguls to an unusual green complex, this hole can spoil a round in a hurry.  Let me know if you figure out how to 
play it! 
 
Hole #16 “Early Exit” 384 yard par 4 
The sixteenth hole is nothing but sheer beauty as it flows past the lake and up the tree-lined hollow to the green site.  
A couple of fairway bunkers serve as visual accents.  Favor the left side of the fairway to set up the best approach 
angle to the testing putting surface. Holes #15 and #16 illustrate, better than any others, how NCC’s central valley can 
be crossed beautifully and naturally without creating blind spots. 
 
Hole #17 “Anxiety” 230 yard par 3 
Anyone who plays the TPC at Sawgrass starts thinking about the famous ‘island green’ seventeenth hole long before 
actually walking up to the tee.  It won’t be any different with the seventeenth hole at NCC.  The treacherous downhill 
par 3 of over 200 yards is guarded on three sides by water.  A bunker on the right will catch those who steer away 
from the pond, leaving a delicate recovery shot.  This strong finisher has the potential to become the signature hole 
since everyone can take in all the beauty and action from the clubhouse dining areas. 
 
Hole #18 “Hecklers Hone” 392 yard par 4 
The 18th hole can provide drama at the conclusion of a match or a tournament because a birdie is a genuine possibility 
for those who can control their nerves and execute two solid shots.  The short par 4 requires a slightly uphill tee shot 
that avoids a left side bunker.  From there, the putting surface will look vaguely familiar, for it is essentially the same 
green complex as on the former hole.  However, now players will approach from ninety degrees to the left and will be 
able to see all of the target area.  Bunkering surrounding most of the green will add to the fun as fellow members 
cheer you on to victory from the nearby terrace. 
 
 
 

THE NCC GREEN DEPARTMENT WELCOMES YOU TO NAPERVILLE 
COUNTRY CLUB.  IF THERE IS ANYTHING THAT WE CAN DO TO MAKE 

YOUR CLUB EXPERIENCE MORE ENJOYABLE, PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE 
TO LET US KNOW! 


